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ate - Event
February Report Cards Distributed
1st
The Principal’'s Messace February 2 Marking Period Quarterly
2nd Awards Assembilies at 8:15
Greetings Parents, Students and Staff, am for Grades 1 and 2 and
9:10 am for Grades 3, 4 and
5
. | —
We are having a blast at PHES! Our students came back from their Winter February National Counseling Week
Break ready to make the best of the remaining 5 months of the school 5th_gth
year. February Unity Day — Early Dismissal
6th for Students; Please wear
This month, we are excited to celebrate their accomplishments orange; PTA Meeting @ 4:15
. . . . pm
academically, behaviorally, and socially. Our students continue to show Fabraary Behavior and Aftendance
progress as the rigor increases. Our students are frequently ohserved Sth Incentive
sharing their understanding of grade level skills, collaborating with peers February 4th Grade Extended Day Field
to discuss course content, and working independently to show their 14th Trip — Arlington Echo
application of information learned. We are super proud of our students!i Happy Valentines’ Day
PP ' PErp v February 4th Grade Extended Day Field
. . 15th Trip — Arlington Echo
Students in Grades 3-5 completed thelr Quarter 2 ELA and Math February Presidents’ Day
Assessments. Preliminary results show that our students have made 19th No School
growth in both areas. Way to Go Pershing Hill staff, students, and families.  February 5% Grade Field Trip —
4 '
Together, we are promoting success and creating memorable moments 221~ 23rd brownproofing
i . P February Student of the Month
that we will cherish for a lifetimel! 2gth Breakfast at 7:45 am

This month, we will celebrate Black History Month. Our students will
engage in many learning opportunities related to the positive
contributions of African Americans.

As part of our county’s Redistricting Plan, some of our current students will
transfer to Manor View ES and we welcome students from Meade Heights
ES and West Meade ES in August 2024. Our current students and families
will be greatly missed. In the upcoming weeks, we will be working closely

with our partner schools to ensure all students have a smooth and
successful transition. Impacted families have been notified by AACPS, if
you are unsure if your impacted, please click on the link below:

httos://www.aacpsredistricting. org/map B | Aé K
in closing, please on the lookout for pictures that wilt be shared by
classroom teachers that will capture our Valentines’ Day at PHES, H H S l o R !

Extended Day at Arlington Echo {Gr. 4) and Drownproofing (Gr. 5}. NT H

Your partner in education, e e

Selecia Hardy, Principal




MS. JOHNSON'S
Andistant Puincipaly Cofnen,

I¥'s hard fo believe that we're m’reaafy Preparing
about 18 days a year or just huo days ever month, Chronic for the second i-Ready® Diagnostic. The second

absenteeism can predict lower fest scores, paor atfendance and Diagnasﬁc is an impor fant benchmark for

retention in later 3rades, especia”y if the Prabfem 'persis%s for mere undersvlana'r'ng student 9rowHﬂ, which is Why it's

Many of our yomgesfl students miss 10 'perceml of the school year—

than a year. 50 imporvlaml that students *ry their best. These

If children don't show up for scheol regufarfy, fhey riss ouf on results allow us o better suPFon[ students in
_ fundamental reading and math skills and the chance to build a habit of

gooa’ attendance that will carry them into coﬂege and careers, Please

achieving their 9oafs. The window for the second
dia‘qnosﬁc opens Fefaruary 5, 2074

ensure students are coming fo school each day,

i

Fourth graa’e students will Parﬁcipa*e in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

on February 22?]6’ NAEP is dﬁcf‘GFEﬂ'{' }(F"OFH our s7lmle GSSESSWIQ”*S because nL Is a common
medasire O'F ac/qieuemenf ACross Hne CO[JH'/TH. YOLH" four*h—gmde S'DLUG]QH'/'S may 1La/ee a mafhema'h'cs

or reaa’ing assessment. Please see the parenf letter aHached 1o the Tesu‘ing Upda+es.

Celebrating Black History Month CHANTE' JOHNSON
| wil showcase a book il ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
PERSHING HILL ELEMENTARY
CRJOHNSONI@AACPS.ORG
L10-227-65/1

every MOVIHI 'HMHL

celebrates a/iVersi*y

and inclusion,
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_January 2024 we recelved a.

--spec:al delivery, One of our beloved .
_ grandpareﬂts Ms. Sttgall vrsrted to.
‘be.a Guest Reader, Before.she. left

Du_rlng the meetmg, she

fierher. vrszt we recelved a i

ncentwes for the awesome wori« :

0 words 10 express how grateful we.
s for her Thank you agam Mrs
"St:gall for your-kindness,‘We are"

: extremely grateful for you and will
usethe donatlon for.our teachers! -

bou our generosrty

- Mrs., Waltlch and her son Camsmn.

- greet staff eaeh mornlng as we
enter the hulldlng They are full of
E by, laughter and kind words. _Thank
~you for. belng a ray.of sunshlna each
“morning! .

he. bmldmg. _she sﬁopped by the = :__ .
ffrce_ t_o__meet with the Admlmstrattve

shared her passion-for educatron . .
"d_-admlratlon for teachers. Shortly S

on to support provsdrng A

_t-teachers do every day There are

hey were extremely happy to hear

| Appreciation is a
| wonderful thing.
It makes what is
| excellentin

~ others belong to
_-_us as well :

: .f';. Parent Helpers

;.. Mrs. Francisco, Mrs. Colon, Mrs.
““Davis, Ms .Mount and Mrs,
- Menard your support has not
. ‘gone unnoticed. We are so
- "appreciative of your volunteerism
- .this school year.
o We truly appreciate youl!!

| 3-'vditaire .




February 2024

Penny Reisler, Principal’s Secretary
preisler@aacps.org

Debbie McAlvanah, Secretary
dmcalvanah@aacps.org

Patrice Tucker, Secretary
pctucker@aacps.org

Notes from the Office

Early Dismissal / Change in Dismisgsal -- All Early Dismissals
or Change in Dismissals must be done prior to 2:00 PM

Late Arrival -- Any arrival after school begins at 8:00 AM, is

considered tardy. You must bring your student into office to
sign them in.

Absences -- Absences can either be reported through the Parent
Portal Account or a note can be sent in with the student when they
return to school. Emails and phone calls are not
accepted.

Automated Attendance Calls — When your child is late to
school, or absent, you will receive the automated phone call stat-
ing that your child is absent. Updating attendance is a manuat

process done throughout the day and can take up to 24 + hours to
be updated.

Are you moving soon? — If you are planning on moving soon,
please notify the office via email with when your student’s last
day will be and where you will be moving to. This will ensure
time to make sure an electronic transfer packet is created, as
well as making sure items such as chromebooks and media
books are returned to the school.




PHES Reading News

BLACK T HISTORY MON

Bowie ’Bayaox flead and Hit a Homerun
fleading Tncentive Program

This month we begin the Bowie Baysox Reading
thcentive program. Each student who reads four
. books outside of school by Thursday, April 4th will
receive a free ticket to attend Anne Arundel
County's Reading Night at the Bowie Baysox
- Game on Friday, May 24, 2024. Please return the
orange Baysox Reading Log to your child's
teacher no later than Friday, April 5th to receive
the free ticket, Students have two months to
read 4 books! Let's get our students reading!

What is vocabulary and why i it important?
Vocabulary is word knowledge. Vocabulary is
knowing what a word means. It is critical to
comprehending the overall meaning of what is
being read. There are 4 types of vocabulary:

Listening Vocabulary - the words we need to know

to understand what we hear

speak

~ Reading Vocabulary - the words we need fo know
- to understand what we read

Writing Vocabulary - the words we use in wrifing

Robin Parker, Literacy Teacher

o rbparker@adcps.ord
Corinne Herrera, Early Intervention Teacher
e Cherrera@agcps.org

PHES February Reading Evenls

- Reading and Math Mid -Year I- Ready Daognoshc

- Window Feb. 5th - Feb. 16th

.+ Check your child’s grade specific dates for both the
. reading and math assessmenis. These assessments
| will measure your child’s growth from the beginning
| of the year. Please help your child get a good night's
I rest, and healthy breakfast. Encourage your child to
1. put forth his or her best efforts on this assessment,

Home Reading Tips to improve
Your Child'a Vocabulary

- Build Listening Vocabulary: Don'f hold back in
- using words that your child may not understand.

Example: Instead of saying "That clock is old,” say
. “That clockis an antique.” Ask: "Do you know
- what antique means2" and then explain. You are
~ your child’s first and best feacher! Explain words
 that are heard on TV, encountered in video games
" and in books that your are reading to your child.

. Build Speaking Vocabulary: Ask: "Can you think of
 some other antiques you've seen?” "Why were

they antiques?” Get your child to use this word.

. Once you have explained a word meaning to your
child, you can have your child use the word in @
senfence o check that your child understands and
can use the word. Praise your child for using the

new word in future converscmons

'l-l “'ipSin'g'
‘speaking
‘become'a good reader. .

Build Reading and erhng Vocubulary Readmg Jro
~ your child and pointing words out in print is critical
to your child's reading growth. For our above
example of “antique” you can put the word on a
card and use if in a simple sentence. You canthen |

r"child io hcwe u good hstemng qnd i

. .. have your child read the senfence and frace the
Speaking Vocabulary - the words we use whenwe  word. See if your child can either dictate fo you or

wn’re hlS of her own sentence W|’fh ?he word.,

k _Fle_erce44 ack Ameri
he'-WorId (Gges 10—] 2)




Counselor's Corner

February 2024

Happy February, families!

Our School Counseling depart-
ment is hard at work delivering
curriculum in our classrooms.
Everyone should have received a
letter from us letting you know
that Erin’s Law required lessons
are beginning February 1. If you
have any questions at all about
these materials, please don’t hesi-
tate to reach out to one of us.

We have begun planning for our
Career Day which will take place
on March 13. Keep an eye

out for an invitation to sign

up if you would like to

share information about

your own career with our
students.

If we can support your or
your student in any way, please
don’t hesitate to reach out.

Christine Jackson

cmjackson3@aacps.org

Evy Gelvar

egelvar@aacps.org

Coffee with the Counselors

Please join Ms. Gelvar and Mrs. Jackson
on Tuesday, February 27 at 8:15 a.m. for
a group discussion on Managing Anxiety
in Children. Bring your questions, your
successes and your challenges. We will
share strategies and information about
this common struggle for kids.

Family
+ Academy

AACPS Family Academy

The county has a wonderful resource of in-house
videos on over 100 topics in the areas of Wellbeing
& Growth, Navigating AACPS, and Academics &
Programs. Videos are available in English and
Spanish and can provide valuable information and
insights.

Check some out today:

https: //sites.google.comvsaacps.org/familyacademy



The PTA is hosting its 2nd annual Chili Contest for February’s Unity Day. Our staff can't
wait to try all the wonderful food donated by our Pershing Hill families.

The PTA will be seeking executive board nominations for the 2024-2025 school year.
Nominations will be announced at the March PTA meeting. For additional information
please contact us via email at pershinghillmdptaegmail.com

We will be hosting Read-A-Thon again this year. This fundraiser helps the PTA support
school events and activities. Additonal inforamtion on how to particiapte witll be sent
home with your students later this month.

The next PTA meeting will be held February 6th at 415pm.

Box Tops
‘ou can support Pershing Hill PTA by uploading your grocery receipts to the Box Top app.

Get Active in the PTA
You can sign up fo be a member of the PTA by submitting a PTA form, along with $5
membership dues paid by cash, check, or Zelle (pershinghillmdptaegmail.com)

Got questions? Contact us at PershinghillMDPTAegmail.com

MPORTANT DATES




Mrs. Noel nanceleaacps.org
Mrs. Tibbetts kiibbetts@aacps.org
Ms. Gruss cqrusseaqcps.org

Mrs. Graham fjgrahameaacps.org
Ms. O'Connell mvoconnelleaacps.org

Instructional Focus for the Month of February:

Writing: We will learn the difference between fact and opinion so we may express our opinions
and back them up with facts. As we do so, we will use the elements of a sound paper. Under
Communicates Effectively, students will state their opinion, add 2-3 facts Yo support it, and
finish with a closing statement. Under Conventions, students will use capital letters
appropriately, end marks, spell. phonetically, and spell with the aid of the word wall.

Science: We will be able fo describe how sound helps us communicate.

Explicl'l' Comprehension: In Reading, we will be focusing on retelling a story using key details.
This includes the characters, setting, events, problem, and solution.

Foundations: We will learn and apply grade-level phonics and word skills when decoding words.
FUNdations will focus on suffixes and then more glued sounds ending with-ng and -nk .

Math: We will be IReady testing in Math on February 5th and 6th. We will also be wrapping up
unit ¥: Meanings of Addition and starting unit 8: Meanings of Subtraction. This unit kids will
be able o answer the question, How can | solve subtraction problems? They will be working
with take from and take apart subtraction problems.
Upcoming Events:
I-Ready testing: February 5 - 8
100th Day of School: February Sth
Valentines Day Party: February 14th
- Schools Closed




2nd Grade February
reooe NEUSLETTEP

REMINDERS UPCOMING EVENTS
f;. e Feb. 7th- l-ready Reading Diagnostic

e Please be sutre to have o Feb 12th- I-ready Math Diagnostic

your child bring their fake e Feb. Mih- Valentines Day Classroom
home folder home and Party
back to school daily! | 2nd Grade Contacts

| Ms. DeCrispino-

| mdecrispino@aacps.org

| Ms. House- chouse@aacps.org

‘ Mr. Das- sdas@aacps.org

| Mrs. Smith- tasmithS@aacps.org

‘ Mrs. Carter- ncarter@aacps.org

| Mrs. Hawkins- Khawkins@aacps.org

WHAT WE'RE LEARNING
Math: Measurement using inches, centimeters, yards, and feet.

';f-f_ Reading; Fiction- Understanding the plot and structure of a story, identifying
chavacter traits. Nonfiction- Formatting a friendly letter, responding to a
prompt using RUNOWV, understanding key details

Writing: Opinion Writing- Students will learn the difference between fact and opinion,
| as well as how to construct an opinion based argument through writing, ‘

\ Science/Social Studies: We Are Economic Stewards- Students will learn about
| different conditions and features of habitats. 1




Learning Focus

Reading: This month we will begin looking at
poetry. We will look at figurative language,
stanzas, and understanding meaning. We will also
continue reinforcing skills such as central message
and responding to a prompt.

Writing: This month we are exploring opinion
writing! Students will learn how to state their
opinions, and back it up with reasons.

Math: This month, will be continuing our fraction

unit. We will be using what we have learned so far

about fractions to compare fractions with similar
numerators and denominators.

Science: During science this month we will
explore fossils. We will look at how fossils help us

understand our past. .

Social Studies: in social studies we will learn
about economics. Some topics we will cover are
production, scarcity, and supply and demand.

Reminders

Recess:We go outside for recess and PE unless it is 32
degrees or colder. Plegse make sure your child is dressed
accordingly. Also, adding your child’s name to tags helps find
lost clothing quicker.

Holiday Activities: We witl be having a Valentine’s Day party.
Please be on the tookout for a sign up genius and information
about valentines coming soon.

Take Home Folders: Please check take home folders regularly.
School information does get sent home in them.

Contacts

Kayla Clements
Krelements@oocops.ofg
Lmen Pardoe

Kuhe Scuﬁ

Kescoltl@ancps.or
Sophie Taylor
smifoviordBoacps.org




. Reminders:
| Feb. 2nd: Awards Assembly at 9:10am.

 Feb 7 & 8th: I-Ready Reading Testing
I Feb 12 & 13th: [-Ready Math Testing

| | Feb 19: No School (PreSIdents Day)

What are we learning?
Reading: Fiction & Nonfiction Focus

We are focusing on the following skills.

1 .

i

|

|

|

| |

Main Idea and Detail/Theme §
Sequencing/Summarizing i
Context Clues I
Character Traits :
i

i

i

.

i

!

i

i

|

1

Comparing and contrasting texts
on the same topic.

Writing:
We are working on opinion writing.
Forming opinions and backing them up

with reasons and evidence from credible
sources.

iid&'iiliii!llitli!liﬁclﬁﬁl#m#iiiiiiaiW*ii&&ﬁtiﬂiig
Science:

We will be working on identifying different
types of energy and how energy is
transferred.

E

.

E
Social Studies:
We will start learning about the French and E
:

:

o

Indian War and the events that lead up to
the American Revolution.

‘iﬂiil‘ﬂﬁi‘lii-i‘iﬁ!f‘-iiiilf.ii:ﬁiﬁ
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§ Feb. 6th: Unity Day - 2 hour Early Dismissal (Wear Orange)

Feb. 14: Boaten and Corcoran Arlington Echo (Return at 4:30)
% Feb. 15th: Wells and Whittington Arlington Echo (Return at 4:30)

uﬁiwﬂﬁ-&iiﬁ_iiﬂ-i EIITTTITEETE TT Y VI '

g . o . i T T O A N S L W S o
Math:
We will be covering the following skills:
e Adding and Subtracting fractions
and mixed numbers.
e Multiplying fractions by whole
numbers.
e Decimals (tenths and hundredths) 4

y Iiﬂnawuugn'uhihﬂiuuiniuu-wﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂna&nnwnuuiiﬁui-'
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~ New Grading Policy per PHES:

Classwork retakes will be allowed if students
miss an assignment due to an excused
absence or if they score below a 60%. if a
student refuses to do an assignment, they will
be given a 50% and will not be allowed to
retake the assignment. For retakes, the new
and initial grade will be averaged to create the
grade that goes into the gradebook.
**Assessments/Checkpoints cannot be redone.

T e r e e e IS YT YIRS TN R AR A SRS L R A LA LK

O S - . T i i, Sl '!:ymrm;tnnilsq:nltmttwui;i;it' S

Contact Info:

Mrs. Corcoran: alcorcoran@aacps.org

Mr. Wells: rnwells@aacps.org

Mrs. Boaten: nboaten@aacps.org

Mrs. Whittington: jewhittington@aacps.org

%iﬁn&iniunt;szt!tt‘



February 000004
eoooe NEWSLETTER

 'MsCrockett & Mrs. Ramirez .

Mrs. Edralin & Ms. Nelson

. tmcclouderacket@aacpsorg  aramirez@oocpsorg ~ sedralin@oacps.org dnelson2@aacps.org

REMINDERS UPCOMING EVENTS
Students need 1o brm February 1st- Report Cards Distributed

Chromebooks everyday!
C’m’ged eryeay February 2nd- Quarter 2 Awards Assermbly

Ready Diognostic testing wil begin February 6th- Unity Dayl Two Hour Early
Feb. Th 1o Feb. lin j K ngm\_/a_l

February 19th- Presidents Day- Schools
All Classes i CLOSED. !

\Ready Read\ng Hommework: 2 Lessons per week,

\Ready Math Homeworl: 5 Lessons per week, Februar\/ 29nd & 23rd- meﬂpmoﬂng Reld

Trip

=

—WHAT WE'RE LEARNING — —

—,

Math: We will be finishing up Unit 8 on Dividing Decimals. Student will be exploring division of whole numbers
by decimals using informal strategies. Next, we will begin Unit 9: Add and Subtract Fractions. Students use
their knowledge of unit fractions and equivalent fractions to build and represent fractions with unlike
denominators in order to add or subtract. Students are exposed to problems for which only one of the
fractions must be rewritten, as well as those where both fractions need to be rewritten with a like
denominator,

Reading: During the course of this unit, students are exposed to factual representations and narrative
descriptions of conflict and collaboration at this point in history. Balancing the informational texts amongst
the literary texts enables students to develop an awareness necessary Yo understand the conflicts
experienced by the characters. By the end of this unit, fifth grade students will develop critical thinking
skills to prevent or cope with conflict.

Writing: In Quarter 3 students will be learning o write Opinion Essays. They will write on fopics they feel
strongly about and support their opinions with reasons and evidence.

Science: In Q3 we will be focusing on physical science, specifically the composition of and changes made to
matter. We will cover four performance expectations. Develop a model 1o describe that matter is made of
particles too small to be seen. Measure and graph quantities Yo provide evidence that regardless of the type
of change that occurs when heating, cooling or mixing substances, the total weight of matter is conserved.
Conduct an investigation to determine whether the mixing of two or more substances results in new
substances. Make observations and measurements to identify materials based on their properties.

Social Studies: Students will critically think about the challenges of American economic, political, and civic
life from 1865 through 1910,




CULTURAL ARTS NEWS
FEBRUARY 2024

Art

PHES art students are working hard every day. Winter artworks are hanging in the hallways for
everyone to enjoy. 1st grade students are connecting with Chinese artworks to create a koi fishpond.
Second grade students are exploring how science influences art by creating masterpieces that are
out of this world. Third grade artists are working together in groups to design totem poles that are
inspired my Native American art. Fourth graders are studying the artist Kurt Pio and learning how to
use measurement and value to create realistic gem drawings. The fifth graders are exploring how
artists can change the world through positive messages. We are all excited to make wonderful things
in this new year!

Music

We had such a great ending to December exploring holiday traditions and music from around the
world while understanding the form of music. All classes are continuing to develop their skills and
understanding of musical elements. For the month of January, | would like to highlight our 5th
graders. To end out the first marking period, students will be using the music elements to evaluate
National Anthem performances in a bracket system!

Chorus

Congratulations to our chorus students and thanks for all who supported the event. There will be
signs up available for any 4th and 5gh graders who wish to join in on the fun!

Chorus families - please be on the lookout for upcoming information about camp, Baysox, and Spring
Concert. We look forward to making more wonderful music this Spring!

Instrumental Music

We look forward to more music learning in the second semester of the year. Students are reminded
to keep practicing their instruments as we continue to build on the foundation we established in the
first half of the school year.

PE
Students will compiete units in Rolling a Ball {Bowling), Safe Rock Wall Climbing, Hula Hoops,
Individual Short Rope Jump Rope, and Long Rope Jumping during the month of January.

EEE

Students have completed their projects in first, second and third grade, and are starting the new year
with new questions around how to tell stories through yoga (first), how to use mindfulness strategies
to calm their emotions (second), and how to represent their family’s story on an Egyptian-style stele
(third). Fourth and fifth grades are hard at work finishing their final projects. These projects should be
completed in the next few weeks. Fifth grade will be printing their own logos onto stickers that they
will be able to use or give as gifts. Fourth grade has gotten approval to display their rock mandala
public art project in front of the school. They also helped design the rock installation. Look out for
their display in the coming weeks!

Media

Students enjoyed exploring Dash robots and different coding challenges and activities in December.
This month, we will dive into the uses of eBooks on MackinVia, author and folktale studies, and begin
an inguiry unit on different parts of research.




